LITERARY GENRES IN THE DIGITAL AGE



Abstract

Language is very much important for education, cognitive development, creative expression and social interaction. English is the global language and window on the world. Therefore, the acquisition of English language should start at the grassroot level i.e from primary level. Hence, the teachers of English should play an important role in the classroom.
Different tools and methods are adopted to make the classroom more interesting, interactive, productive and lively. There are different literary genres such as poetry, drama, essays, novels, fables, autobiographies etc. in the English language which are helpful in enhancing the language skills. In this digital age, it has become easy to introduce these genres to the students.
There are different electronic gadgets like computers, LCD projectors, laptops, I pods, kindle etc. in the current digital age. There are also multiple tools and apps to make language learning easy. Spellings and sentences can be corrected by using relevant apps. E-books and e- magazines are available. Dramas and novels can be shown on the screen which give direct experience to the students. They may be asked to enact on the stage, write reviews or share about the characters after watching the dramas. There is wide scope to improve vocabulary, pronunciation, usage, fluency by using these literary genres with the help of gadgets. The language labs are also to be equipped with all the latest gadgets and technologies. The exposure to these gadgets and technologies would create interest among the learners and get hands-on experience. This would result in enhancing language proficiency.
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Introduction

Acquisition of English language has become imperative in this globalised world. It has assumed the status of global language, international language, link language, library language, window on the world, and internet language etc. With the advancement in science and technology and other areas, the need has arisen for the emergence of global language to meet all the requirements (Rao, 2019; Urwat et al., 2022; John, 2024). According to Stevenson, “A global economic and political structure needs a common tongue.” The world has become a global village. To meet the requirements of education, employment, people are migrating to the developed nations (Ahmadi, 2018;Tang, 2022; Elaish et al., 2019). When the need for a common language arose in the shrunken world, English which had been the international language for a century has readily jumped to the high pedestal to occupy the position (Sani, 2016; Mechie et al., 2024). Prof. Ish Kumar opines that English is a gift to the nation:
As a link with the West, English is bound to retain an important place. We cannot afford to be isolated even it were possible. No country can live an isolated place these days. We need political, economic, cultural link with the rest of the world.
As India is a multi-lingual country, English is the link language within the country and outside the country as well. The English researchers and experts have recommended English for Specific Purposes (ESP) in the institutions of higher learning. ESP courses are categorised as English for Academic Purposes (EAP) and English for General Purposes (EGP). This change has necessitated even the nations, which were not very keen to promote English, to teach English to their youth on compulsion for the participation the nations on the global level. According to F.G French “A traveller who can speak English will find somebody who can understand him wherever he may go; anyone who can read English can keep in touch with the whole world without leaving his own house”. For proper learning of a language and to comprehend various aspects of language, literature is the tool. Literature is pursued to acquire

language and to fulfil one’s passion of knowing, understanding and enjoying the literary work. English is the only source of interface with the Indian languages through translations and interpretations in the multilingual ethos of the country. With the growth of literacy, urbanization, scientific and technical development, the communication in English has become compulsory both within and outside the country. Today, English is needed by Indian youth both for getting better employment opportunities or pursue higher education abroad (Lestari & Wahyudin, 2020;Candog et al., 2024; Dewaele, 2019). Thus, English assumes a vital role in multilingual country like India. Realizing the importance of English, many countries adopted this language and started teaching right from primary stage.
Scope of this Paper

The scope of this paper emphasized on ‘English Language Teaching-Methods adopted earlier and the current times’, ‘What is literature’, ‘Types of genres’, ‘Digital literature’, ‘Difference between traditional and digital literature’, ‘Genres in digital literature’, ‘Contribution of literary genres in digital for language learning from the perspective of teachers and the taught’ and ‘Making of future writers’.
English Language Teaching (ELT)

The importance of the English language has gained its ascendency, there arises the need for effective teaching-learning methods (Lestari & Wahyudin, 2020). English Language Teaching (ELT) is guiding on using modern and effective teaching-learning methods to teach the learners whose native language is not English. It includes various approaches, techniques, methods of teaching English. It is for the learners of L1 (native speakers or English as First Language), ESL (English as Second Language) and EFL (English as Foreign Language). The need and methods of English Language Teaching are changing from time to time.
Methods of Teaching English

There are various teaching methods which are adopted for effective teaching-learning. Initially, there is Grammar-Translation method. All the language skills are taught in water-tight compartment (Elaish et al., 2019). Conventional grammar is taught instead of functional grammar. This method has become outdated and does not serve the purpose. Traditional methods are used in India in the earlier times. In some places it is still in vogue. Lot of importance is given for writing and reading. There is no scope for practical aspects such as interaction, conversations etc. Traditional grammar is only taught. Direct method is an advanced method in which the target language is taught without the interference of mother-tongue. In this method, oral practice, functional grammar, contextualized learning are emphasized. Natural environment for the acquisition of language is created. Total Physical Response is the method of teaching English where besides language physical movements and gestures are used to learn new vocabulary. Audio-lingual method focuses on audio visual aids which helps to improve accuracy of language usage. Communicative Language Learning Technique emphasizes on communication skills. Learners do not feel alienated while learning. The language researchers and experts are trying to make use of these new approaches/methods for effective teaching- learning. Language is learnt through literature. By combing literature, electronic gadgets, and by adopting new approaches of teaching, teaching-learning process is made effective, interesting and productive.
Literature

Literature is composition of written works. It’s main contribution to the mankind is to transmit culture, tradition, values and human relations. It helps in the development of language and its vocabulary. Aesthetic sense or the beauty of the language is portrayed through literature. Literature is divided into different kinds, viz., genres.
Genres

It is the classification of writings based on the form, characteristics of the work. It helps both readers and writers to comprehend about the type of literary work, it’s length, characters, plot of the work etc. There are different types of genres in English literature. They are poetry, drama, mythology, prose (fiction, non-fiction, fable, horror, essays, novels and novellas etc.). Each genre has its characteristics and significance. The efforts and the contribution of the poets and authors in adopting these literary forms and helping to flourish are worth-mentioning. The writings of Shakespeare, Milton, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Byron, T.S Eliot, James Joyce, Rudyard Kipling, Virginia Woolf have contributed for creating interest and curiosity in learning language. In the current digital era, literature is made available to all sections of people at low cost. It has resulted in increase in online readers and writers. Thus, digital literature flourished.
Digital Literature

Digital Literature is the amalgamation of genres such as prose, poetry, fiction, novels etc. with ICT. According to US Federal Communications Commission (FCC) ‘… Digital literacy generally refers to a variety of skills associated with using ICT (information and communication technologies) to find, evaluate, create and communicate information. It is the sum of the technical skills and cognitive skills people may employ to use computers to retrieve information, interpret what they find and judge the quality of that information (Tamam & Asbari, 2022). It also includes the ability to communicate and collaborate using the Internet-through blogs, self-published documents and presentations and collaborative social networking platforms”. By associating with ICT, one can acquire language proficiency. Interpretation, judgement of the quality of information, extracting information are also made possible. In the modern times, people of all age groups are habituated to use computers, tablets, kindle, mobiles etc. (Ahmadi, 2018; Tang, 2022). With the support of internet, one can connect oneself with the entire world in terms of education and other fields. The main aim of Digital literature is to read literature on electronic devices such as computers, tablets, kindle and mobile phones. E-magazines, blogs, essays, etc. help in developing reading

skills. Audio magazines and audio novels are also available which help to improve listening skills. Giving exposure to the audio-visual aids to the kids and young learners will create interest towards the literature and the basic principles of language are infused. For example, if the kids are taught the basic concepts of language through skits, language learning gets consolidated. Through this literature, language acquisition and appreciation and working with the language are made possible. This process enhances creativity and innovative ideas and gives rise to new literary works. It also helps the learners to get exposure to language through different genres. Some of the genres are as follows:
1. Poetry: It is a type of literature that conveys thoughts, emotions, portrays scenes or describing a story. The features of poetry such as rhyme, rhythm, meter are also found. Digital poetry is the combination of digital technology and traditional poetic elements. It is a combination of language, rhythm, imagery with digital features like sound, animation and visuals. It varies from simple text to complex interactive installations which includes audio-visual clippings. It enables the readers to experience the emotions of the poems, taking them into the new world. It gives scope to the readers in interpreting, creating and criticizing the work which erases the gap between the poet and the reader.
Techniques and Tools Used in Digital Poetry: Digital poets use various techniques to make their work more creative and expressive. Some of them are:
a) Hypertext – Using linking words, images within the poem to the external sources.
b) Animation – Using graphics, motion images. The poetic work can be enhanced.
c) Sound – Music, background narration, effective sound system make poetry more effective and attractive to the young readers. Now-a-days, to make the kids learn alphabet and numbers and even to teach lessons, songs and rhymes are incorporated. Children get connected easily and their learning becomes enjoyable and consolidated. .

Types of Digital Poetry:

a. Code Poetry: Poems written in progamming language.

b. Kinetic Poetry: Poems in which animation or motion of the picture are involved. Animation characters such as Chota Bheem etc. come under this category.
c. Interactive Poetry: Here, readers also participate in composing the poem.

d. Video Poetry: It is the combination of audio and visuals. By studying poetry, the learners are exposed to figurative language.
2. Prose: Prose includes novels, short stories, essays, biographies and autobiographies etc. Novels and short stories can be either fiction or non-fiction. Essays generally carry some information or message.
a) Fiction: Fiction is a literary genre where literary work is developed by author’s imagination. It can be full length novel, short stories or novellas. There are some important elements in this genre. They are antagonist, protagonist, theme etc. There are different types of fictions viz., literary fiction which revolves around the imaginary people, settings, events etc., historical fiction which is narrated by the author about a historical event from his own perspective and imagination, science fiction involves science subjects like Physics, Chemistry, Astronomy, Astro Physics and stories related space, time etc. There are some genres like horror, tragedy, comedy, thriller, mystery etc. They mostly work hand in hand with fiction in the form novels, novellas or short stories. With the advent of new technology, literature is taking a new turn. Traditional fictional stories are combined with technology and are made available on internet. It is an imaginary work and may not be presented as a fact though sometimes based on a real happening. Digital Fiction: It is the digital version of print novel. It can be read from a computer, web, app, kindle, tablet, smart phones etc. Certain features like hyperlinks,

motion images, sound effects are found similar to digital poetry. Readers have their say in the narration by selecting hyperlinks. Kindle, e-books and iPad applications play a vital role in developing reading habit. Novels or short-stories are made available in the hands of readers because of these gadgets. Digital fiction promotes literature and develops language. Kate Pullinger, Professor of creative writing and digital media at Bath Spa University worked on digital fiction. Her noted works are Inanimate Alice and Flight Paths: A Networked Novel. She along with Chris Joseph, a web artist made the novel Inanimate Alice into a digital fiction which is now used as a teaching tool in universities and schools. Her efforts are noteworthy in terms of bringing traditional and digital forms of works to align with each other and she even made an appeal to the traditional publishers to go beyond books to e-books. E-books, audio books are available on the internet, which enables to develop the readership. This type of format helps the people to find out new writers and genres of their interest. E-readers like Kindle and Kobo made the entire literature available to all readers. They have additional features such as built-in dictionaries and adjustable font sizes, which make the readers easy and creates interest in reading. Audio books are also available for the people who prefer listening novels, stories etc. It is helpful to enhance listening skill and enjoy stories in different formats. The learners are brought awareness on the deeper penetration into the language and culture.
b) Short-stories: Short stories though short in terms of content, they convey valuable information or message. It is appropriate to the children as they cannot read or listen to full length novel. Fables, fairy tales and folk tales create interest among children and they convey valuable messages. They are available on the e-magazines. Through this, the reading habits of the learners can be developed and the learners are exposed to the detailed analysis of the language use.

c) Non-fiction: The non-fiction genre is about real facts and real information. In this non-fiction, the author needs to gather real information. Literature of this type contains biographies, autobiographies, memoirs and essays. Biographies bring out the life histories of eminent personalities. Autobiographies are written by the writers themselves. Memoir is the work based on author’s memories. Essay is an important form of literature for sharing ideas, opinions and arguments. It highlights the knowledge and understanding of a given topic.
Memoirs, essays and biographies have their prominent role in digital literature. They are available both in written form and audio & visual form. Information pertaining to famous personalities, incidents and historical events can be retrieved in the current digital age. Twitter and Facebook encourage the young writers to exhibit their talent through these forms of literature.
3. Mythology: It deals with human behaviour, religion, God, tradition, culture etc. Mythological tales help the people to inculcate moral and ethical values. All the mythological stories which were very popular in the olden days, though the hard copies are not available, the soft or digital copy is made available. The themes help people of all age groups to read and improve their language proficiency.
4. Drama: Drama is a combination of prose and poetry. It is written to perform before audience. It has some features which are as follows:
a) Dialogue: The characters share their thoughts through dialogues. The inner thoughts of the dramatists are reflected through the characters and their dialogues. It includes all the emotions such as humour, tragic element and conveying some message.
b) Script form: It is written in the form of script specifying act-wise. The role of each character is specified in the script. The dialogues of each character are mentioned in the script. The order of each Act and Scene is clearly maintained.

c) Stage directions: To enact drama, stage direction plays an important role. Here, the distance to be maintained between the characters and some dialogues (to be uttered as soliloquy) are to be stated clearly. The pitch of the dialogues is also stated.
d) Present tense: Dramas are presented in the present tense. It helps the audience to connect themselves with the characters and incidents.
e) Episodes: Drama is divided into episodes. Continuity is to be maintained in all the episodes and each character is unique.
Dramas were the major source of entertainment during the ancient and medieval times. Aristotle, a noted philosopher, stated the elements of drama. They are plot, characters, thought, diction, music and spectacle. These elements have their role even in the current digital age.
Drama as a literary genre in the digital age: Digital technologies play an important role in aligning the actors and the audience. Digital effects such as computer graphics, lighting effects, music, 3-D effects make the drama more effective and connect the audience. Dramas are of different types. Some of them are comedies, tragedies, creative and classical. All these types are available in the form of web series, serial episodes etc. They are available in the written form to read and enjoy., in the audio form to listen and immerse and video form which enables the viewers to watch and enjoy. It can be used as one of the sources of teaching-learning materials which helps to enhance the language skills. It also attracts the young readers and writers to take interest in this form of literature and show keenness in turning themselves as budding dramatists. Thus, dramas give exposure to comprehending the dialogues, character interaction and the theme.
Digital Literature Books: Digital literature books are available in PDF formats. There are some platforms like Project Gutenberg where plenty of literary books are available belonging to classical and modern times. The accessibility of the digital literature books

is wide. It is economic and can be read anywhere with the help of digital tools. It also encourages and supports the budding writers to take up writing as their profession. As a result, blogs flourished.
Blogs: It is the short form of “weblog”. It is an informational website. It is an online journal or informational website maintained by an individual, group or corporation, The information or content is updated on regular basis. The posts or the information is displayed in reverse chronological order to enable the viewers to watch most recent posts appear first. Blogs can be used for personal or professional purposes. Blogs contain a series of articles and posts. Through the blogs interests, thoughts and stories are shared. Blogging has helped getting lot of revenues especially during pandemic times. It helps to promote Wide range of topics such as lifestyle, fashion, technology, politics, business etc. High quality blog content, inviting headlines, regularly-updated content, smooth user experience are some of the elements of a good blog.




The wide horizon of Online Publishing

Self-publishing platforms have paved a way for budding writers to share their work directly with the readers. As a result, novel experiences and stories have been shared online. Online platforms like Wattpad, Medium, and Kindle Direct Publishing have enabled the writers to connect with readers.
Rise of Social Media and Online Communities

Social media has brought both the authors and the readers together, which enabled open discussion and sharing of thoughts and opinions about the works.

Role of Literary Genres in developing English proficiency

All the literary genres mentioned above have lot of significance in developing language proficiency. They enhance language skills, critical thinking, cultural awareness etc. Collie and Slater support the use of literary genre in English language instruction as it offers useful real content, fosters personal engagement, and helps readers become more culturally and linguistically literate. It would be beneficial if the learners are engaged and pertinent content is used. Carter and Long offer different strategies to support the use of literary genres. The first model is the cultural model in which literature contributes to learning and appreciation of different cultures identities and ideologies. The second model is the language model which emphasises literature which may be used to teach particular vocabulary and structural elements. The third model is personal growth model focuses on the study of literary works, appreciate and evaluate. Thus, the main benefits of the literary genres can be summarized as follows:
1. Vocabulary: Literary genres help the learners to expand vocabulary. Along with vocabulary, pronunciation, accent, idioms, figures of speech and dialects.
2. Grammar: Learners are exposed to various grammatical items and also the usage. It helps to acquire language naturally.
3. Cultural Understanding: Literature portrays the culture. Learners are exposed to different practices prevailing in different parts of the world.
4. Critical Thinking: Learners can interpret, discuss the literary works with others and also draw conclusions.
Finally, literature is indispensable in English language education. It improves English language learning and also gives exposure to broader cultural perspective. Digital literature plays an important role in enriching the language. In the context of English assuming the position of International and Global language, getting exposed to the English literature and enhancing the English language proficiency will help the learners to get plenty of opportunities for higher education and employment. Teachers also have to play crucial role in educating and guiding

the learners towards digital literature. Teachers need to look at the level of appropriateness in selecting the texts. They also need to give information regarding the context of the literary work and engage the learners in interpreting the text.
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